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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Great Ayton Parish Council held on Tuesday 9 October 2012 at 7.00 pm  

 

Present:-  Cllrs: J Fletcher (Chairman), Mrs F Greenwell, R Kirk, G Readman and S Jackson 

 Mrs J Leng (Parish Clerk).  Others Present:  Mr Howard Atkinson (Cemetery Superintendent), Mr 

Matthew Hamer (Apprentice), Cllr Mrs H Moorhouse, Mrs Dumphy (D&S Reporter), PCSO Preston and 

9 Members of the Public. 

 

Min 

No. 

Business 

1 Apologies for Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs J Brown and Cllr R Hudson. 

2 Declaration of Interest in items on the Agenda  

Declarations declared and noted with the relevant topic/s. 

3 Members of the Public invited to address the Council  

The owner of the Travellers Rest requested that when the building work commences on Captain Cooks 

Museum that they do not commence before 8 am and finish at 5pm to limit the impact on her guests.  The 

Parish Council advised that they would pass on her comments to the Museum but explained that this was not 

the responsibility of the Parish Council.  She went on to raise her concerns about the continued problems with 

Anti Social Behaviour around the Discovery Centre Car Park and Park Rise area.  These issues are currently 

been addressed by the Problem Solving Group. 

 

The Youth Worker for Great Ayton and Stokesley attended along with four young men and three parents from 

the Village to put forward a proposal for an outdoor floodlit area preferably with a few bike and skateboard 

jumps for use by the community.  They had obtained a number of signatures from people offering their 

support that there is a requirement for facilities for their age group (late teens) within the village.  The young 

adults also advised that a number of them were currently on apprenticeships or attending college where they 

were learning various skills from bricklaying to painting and decorating and they offered their assistance to the 

Parish Council to assist with completing the refurbishment of the Village Hall to enable the youth group to get 

up and running as soon as possible and also that they would be happy to contribute their skills in any 

development within the Village.  The Parish Council thanked the young people for the work they had 

undertaken and complimented them on their approach and presentation to the Parish Council, they were 

asked to come back with possible venues for such a scheme and it was agreed that they would meet with the 

Chairman to discuss their proposals in more detail.  Cllr Kirk advised that he had met with the Youth Leader in 

relation to the Village Hall and that they would welcome the Youth Leaders sitting on the Village Hall 

Management Committee. 

4 Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 11 September 2012 

The minutes of the PCM held on Tuesday 11 September 2012 were approved and signed. 

5 Appointment of a Governor at Marwood School 

It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Greenwell be appointed as the nominated Governor at Marwood School on behalf 

of the Parish Council.  The Clerk would confirm the appointment with the school.  Closed. 

6 Police Report  

The Police Report was circulated and noted.    Noted. 

 

PCSO Preston advised that Great Ayton Police Station would be closed as North Yorkshire Police was looking to 

reduce its number of properties and facilities, however, North Yorkshire Police had been in discussion with 
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Great Ayton Discovery Centre and had agreed to hold regular drop ins and surgeries in the centre.   

 

The Parish Council were please to hear that Operation Bright the scheme which identifies unlit homes which 

once checked by Officers to ensure there is no issues receive a crime and prevention pack would run again this 

year. 

 

The Clerk would ask for a link to be set up on the Parish website to the Pedlars Licenses which can currently be 

reviewed on the North Yorkshire Police website. 

7 Council Services Report 

Cemetery – Employees amenities facility – Cllr Jackson informed members that the planning application had 

been submitted and there was now a requirement to consider whether to purchase a new or refurbished 

container and to agree what facilities were required.  Cllrs Jackson and Fletcher would meet with the Cemetery 

Superintendent to discuss the details.  Ongoing. 

 

Allotments – The Cemetery Superintendent advised that he had taken receipt of the chippings to fill in the 

potholes, he informed Members that the delivery driver had told him that there were grants available for 

allotments road surfaces.  The Clerk would contact Todds to establish what grants are available. 

 

Play Area – The Cemetery Superintendent and Apprentice had commenced painting the equipment now that 

the children had returned to school.  The ROSPA Annual Report had been received and this was passed to the 

Cemetery Superintendent to carry out the recommendations contained within.  Ongoing. 

Cllr Mrs Brown had also put forward a proposal that the new Play Area could be built on the Riverside – this 

would be considered in the future. 

 

Low Green – Wild Flower Planting on Stokesley Road – Ongoing. 

Willow Tree Bench – Ongoing. 

Lime Trees – Following agreement by the Parish Council for Bilsdale Tree Services to undertake one days’ work 

at an agreed cost of £390 to enable them to establish how many trees they could prune within one day.  

Bilsdale Tree Services had submitted the planning application for the proposed crown lift to 3m and crown 

clear to trees for all 18 trees on the Low Green on behalf of the Parish Council.  Ongoing. 

 

High Green – Mr Barker would repair the wooden bench outside the Friends Meeting House.  Ongoing. 

 

Captain Cook Garden – the tidy up work was complete and a flower tub would be planted and placed next to 

the entrance gate.  Cemetery Superintendent. 

 

Yatton House – Yatton House had confirmed that they were happy to renew the lease for a further three year 

term with the annual rent remaining at £500.  The Clerk would arrange for the lease to be drawn up and 

signed.  Open. 

 

Public Conveniences – The Cemetery Superintendent is currently looking after the Public Conveniences whilst 

the caretaker is on holiday and he advised members that they are going through a large amount of toilet rolls 

in the gents facility and suggested that it would be wise to purchase a lockable holder the same as in the ladies 

to prevent them just been taken.  The Clerk would order two lockable holders.  Open. 
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8 Matters Arising from the minutes (for information only) 

Village Hall – The Clerk confirmed that the wall repair at the front of the Village Hall was complete and that 

the railings would be replaced within the next two weeks (weather permitting) then once painted that the new 

notice board would be put in place.  Cllr Fletcher would ask the young people if they would undertake the 

painting of the railings, it was agreed to paint them black.  Open. 

 

Great Ayton Cricket & Football Club – Cllr Fletcher had reviewed the lease and could not find where it stated 

that the repairs would be the responsibility of the Parish Council.  The Clerk was asked to write to GAC&FC and 

ask for them to identify the clause they are referring to.  Open. 

 

Low Green Parking along the riverside opposite the Conservative Club and Marwood School – the Clerk had 

received confirmation from Highways that the yellow lines would be painted as requested subject to 

consultation.  Open. 

9 Planning Report 

 

12/01951/FUL – 34 Roseberry Crescent – Demolition of existing garage and proposed single storey extension 

to front, side and rear elevations. – No observations. 

12/00981/FUL – Angrove West Farm – Siting of a wind turbine (24.6M mast) as per amendments received by 

Hambleton District Council on 16 July 2012 – Members had received concerns from residents in relation to 

the proposed height of the wind turbine and requested that the planning department be advised of these 

concerns. 

 

Applications Approved 

12/01530/FUL  – 3 Langbaurgh Close – Proposed dormer window and side extension to existing dwelling. 

12/01448/FUL – Stamps Coffee Shop – Change of use of existing store to form area and staff facilities for 

existing coffee shop. 

12/00618/FUL – Bank Flow Farm – Construction of a covered much sore for existing cattle farm. 

12/01126/FUL – 39 Hollygarth – Proposed turning area for the use of emergency vehicles and disabled access 

for persons with disabilities and unable to walk to the designated parking area. 

11/01255/FUL – Bank Flow Farm – Construction of retaining wall. 

 

Other Planning Information 

The Clerk was asked to confirm with the Planning Department that there was no longer a proposal for a 

caravan park at Stanley Houses and to inform them that Bank Flow Farm were once again advertising logs etc 

for sale on the Highway. 

10 Correspondence and Information Report 

Mr Eggerment – Letter of thanks for Cemetery Superintendents assistance in tracing a grave.  Noted. 

DVLA – Response in relation to the consultation exercise in relation to the possible removal of motor vehicle 

licensing facilities from Great Ayton Post Office.  Noted. 

Hambleton District Council – Notification of Area Committee Meeting on 24.9.12.  Noted. 

Broadacres – Letter Re Tendering for Grass Cutting in Great Ayton.  Agreed to pass a copy of the letter to Mr 

Harrison. 

Station Project – Completion of the fencing project and tidy up information.  Noted. 

NYMNPA – Forestry Commission’s Register of Grant Schemes and Felling.  Noted. 

Cllr Mrs Moorhouse – Anti Dog Fouling Templates – would be in place in the next few weeks.  Noted. 
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Came & Company – Receipt for Insurance, Renewal Schedule and EL Certificate.  Noted. 

PK Accommodation – Quote in relation to Purchase of a Plasisol Colour Coated Steel Welfare Unit.  Noted. 

A173 Guisborough Road – New signage at the mini roundabout.  Agreed but a request for it to either say 

Great Ayton Station or just Station rather than Ayton Station as proposed. 

 

The following items for information were all noted:- 

Gifts 2 Impress – Promotional 2012 Catalogue. 

Clerks & Council Direct - September 2012 Newsletter Issue 83. 

Kompan – Playgrounds Brochure 2012. 

SLCC – The Clerk Magazine, September 2012. 

Northallerton District Voluntary Service Association – Community News Summer 2012. 

Action for Market Towns – Town Team Initiative Workshops. 

Rural Services Network – Weekly E-mail New Digest – 17 and 24 September and 1 October 2012. 

Editor – North Yorkshire Now Newsletter – October 2012. 

Monster Play Systems – Norway Outside Fitness Equipment. 

Redcar & Cleveland Council – Planning Police – Draft Skelton and Brotton Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

11 Clerk’s Report 

Footpath Easby Lane to Suggitts Field – Underground Leak  

This is still not repaired and further complaints have been received – Clerk to advice PROW.  Ongoing. 

 

Flooding on Easby Lane – A site meeting took place on 9 August 2012 where a number of proposals were 

discussed and it was agreed to pursue the instalment of plastic piping to try and drain the water away.  This 

was on the schedule of works to take place as soon as possible.  Open. 

 

Footpath behind Cliffe Terrace – No change. – Open. 

 

Hall Fields Project – No change – The Project had been submitted as one of the S106 Public Open Space, Sport 

and Recreation Action Plans.  Open. 

 

Common Land and PROW Easby Lane to Suggitt’s Field – Hambleton District Council response outstanding – 

Clerk contacted the Enforcement Officer who apologised as she had been busy dealing with other issues but 

agreed to review as soon as possible – Open. 

 

Highways Issues – White Lines at the Low Green – awaiting a date for completion – Open – Clerk to ask 

Highways to complete as part of the Double Yellow Lines Project at the Low Green Riverside. 

Station Road – Footway overgrown making footpath extremely narrow – following discussions with Highways it 

was established that the grass cutting was the responsibility of the Parish Council, Cemetery Superintendent 

advised and would add to the grass cutting schedule – Open. 

 

NS&I – Silver Band Account – Decision to be made on what to do with the money to include Silver Band 

commemorative suggestions.  - Open. 

 

Travellers Rest – Request for yellow lines to be repainted following road repairs – Lines had now been 

repainted – Closed. 
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‘Pinfold ‘Common Land, High Street – the Clerk confirmed that the area concerned was classed as Common 

Land and therefore was subject to a number of regulations.  It was agreed that the resident(s) should make 

representation to the Parish Council as to what their concerns are so that the Parish Council could consider the 

request formally.  No representation made – Closed. 

 

Christmas Celebrations – it was agreed that subject to Band availability that the Christmas Carols on the High 

Green would take place on Friday 21 December 2012, if the Band were unavailable then it would be Monday 

17 December 2012.  The Band are not available on the Friday so it was confirmed that the Christmas Carols 

on the High Green would take place on Monday 17 December 2012 commencing at 7 pm.  

Santa’s Sleigh – it was agreed that the Santa’s Sleigh would take place on Saturday 22 December 2012. 

‘Best Dressed Window’ Competition – agreed that this would take place again this year – Cllr Moorhouse 

would judge with prizes to be given out at the Carol Concert on the High Green.  Clerk to inform the local 

businesses. 

Charity – The Chairman would nominate a charity for this years collection. 

12 Accounts Report 

The total payments made were £17,567.13 

The total receipts received were £34,843.00 

Councillors asked that the new Employees Amenities Facility be added to the budget for the coming year. 

Receipt of the External Auditors Report and their comments were noted. 

13 Councillors Reports 

Cllr Jackson had received a suggestion that signage should be placed in front of the shops stating that it was 

short stay parking and that the Tourist Information car park be designated as the long stay parking.  It was 

agreed that the Clerk should contact the local business holders to suggest that they formulate their own 

business group who could then review such issues and bring forward suggestions and recommendations for 

consideration.  Noted. 

 

Cllr Readman advised Members that the Captain Cooks sailing day would take place on 31 October 2012 

followed by a Church Service in All Saints.  The Captain Cook dinner would be held on 27 October 2012 in the 

Royal Oak and tickets were still available. 

14 Ordered that pursuant to Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 as defined in Paragraph 1 of Part 

1 of Schedule 12A of the Act that the press and public be excluded from the meeting. 

15 Apprentice 

The Apprenticeship was due to come to an end in February 2013 and as part of his agreed contract a review 

would be undertaken at least one month prior to the finish date.  Members had therefore considered a 

number of options on how best to progress.  Members noted that following the appointment of an Apprentice 

a number of tasks that were previously contracted out were now the responsibility of the Cemetery 

Superintendent and Apprentice and therefore Members agreed that the Chairman should commence 

discussions with the Apprentice with a view to offering him a full time position subject to agreement of the 

proposed terms and conditions. 
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